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most ordinary conveniences and necessaries of human life. His tender
and divine limbs tremble with cold, his eyes stream with tears, and he
consecrated the first moments of his life to suffering and pain. He who
directs the seasons, governs the universe, and disposes all things, has
ordained everything for this very end. Yet we study in all things to
flatter our senses, to pamper our bodies in softness and every gratification,
and to remove everything that is hard or painful. Is this to imitate the
model of penance and mortification that is set us? Christ, by these
sufferings, and this privation of all things, shows us that he came to satisfy
the justice of his Father, and to repair the injury done to his glory by our
sins. But by the same he teaches us the remedies of our disorders, and
shows us how they are to be applied to our souls; as he came to instruct
us in all we want to know and do in order to save our souls and to reform
all our irregular passions and manners. Could he have preached this more
powerfully than he has done by the example of his birth ? How comes it,
notwithstanding, that we are not yet sufficiently persuaded that we cannot
be saved at a cheaper rate than by a constant practice of self-denial
and penance?

By concupiscence of the eyes is understood the love of riches; the
second root of the disorders which reign in the world, and the foundation
of its false maxims.   This our Saviour teaches us to root out of our hearts
by embracing the most austere poverty, and consecrating it in his divine
body, to use the expression of St Bernard.    He shows us the danger of
riches, and the crime and disorder of a love or eager pursuit of them.
Riches are good in the designs of providence;   and what is more noble
than to have the means of relieving the distresses of others ?   This motive
all pretend in amassing riches;  but seek in them only the interest of self-
love.    The rich and the poor adore them in their desires.    This is the
disorder.    Men may be poor in spirit in the midst of riches.    But this
is truly an extraordinary grace.   Those that are blessed with riches must
fear them, lest they find admittance into their hearts.   They are, moreover,
most frequently either the effect or the cause of iniquity;  faulty either in
their acquisition or their use*    In their acquisition, in which injustices are
so frequent, that Seneca says, " Every rich man is either unjust, or the
heir of one who was unjust."   And the organ of the Holy Ghost declares,
" He that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent."1    At least a
desire of riches usually attends the acquisition, which is in many ways
inordinate;  and is always a spiritual fever which destroys the relish of
heavenly-goods, and consumes the very vitals of the interior life.    It is
an idolatry, as St Paul calls it,a and the same master who commanded the
idols to be banished out of the world, obliges us to banish the love of riches
out of our hearts.    The least reserve draws on us the curse of heaven.

1 Prov. xrviii. 20.                                         * Col. iii, 5.